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“Christians should cppese all war.”

Alexander Campbell—Man of Peace

By CALVIN HABIG

WAH. The mere mealicn of the term b
pleramtped to siwike warying chowds of
emutin i persons of ol betkgroonds,
aget, and of bath sexes, Today, sgnin, we
hewr lowd wriey, Our Pmeident ino sur-
roumied by voices from sl aldes suggest-
ing the acton be ool 1o teke wath rejgand
1 the Soviel Undon, the Middle Bass, and
2 luzsg of ather perpeinal “touhle spnta”
armead the Swistis

As Chrstinng we we cplled oot o be
swiepi g i the flow of cmotions, bt dn
cwaloste oritiwally the tends of ot tines
By the steodact of the Word of God. The
movement to resbore smmple Chestianity
has beud miry varying views on the Bibe
Tzl porspestive on sbar arver the past two
cenldcies.

Fow of those woices, howevey, ories
with the logic, intenstby, mad authapiiy af
Alegatidey Camphelll While be was
merely ane mmn anterprening the meszage
of Cheist For Bisde, the Christoecentpiony
of" hig testee comfemds dsekl 1o s 10
dzy, Brawing his authorty o e mes-
sagk of Thifst, Toapbell dended both the
lemtomacy of and the seed fop wer

The kackprousds of Campbell’s views
an wir wrg Bvpicd of those of masy of his
ess. Thoy ineolve = combinsiion of
ltemiioty New Tesipment intrpracation
{esproinlly of the Sormoo on phe Mol
combingt wih  Ealighienmen-styied
rationshas, [nteprad b Cempbell’s ddeas
o war dndopeace wis 2 Sumliaelestion
whth Lhe plsdtg pescs movement of he
early Rinstrenih century. This mpvement,
awhcl arohe among the diestishoton of
maky with the War of 1512, continued o
gpread with i influence pesked shonly
befisre the Mexosp-Amerienn War, The
wrilers of the peace moverpent {guch as
Thesnas Orimke, Susoe Jenyed, o af) i@
fuznged Camphell ind were guoted on the
pagen of the Millaaniol Hubfnger.

B Cremphall®s paciist canings wers
nat sodely the product of the Aflusoce of
odbers, The popalnsdty of the mevemen:
quickly Seclined after the Mexiain-
Antenen Wi akd was abnoost dead by e
Hme ol the Ol Wi, Catiplatl’s pepteats
sgrival war il aot wane with the cosm
tiom of poblic support: indeed, they in-
rgsged, ’

Pege Faar (10832

Why pppore war—Cumphet] Bumsasts ws
for e morl wrongs and conteqoences
Par, e cays, s imjasl bocnner *the gy
peperally make war god ibe moocent sui
fer s conseqoences M eaninf fae
himger, [BART5). This coobssis, SEFs
Campbeil, wilh cagitel punishument (which
b Papored) in thakin the aase of belng thi
b aF n prasdener, none bat the gudty sl
TEFE,

War fs immorn], Camphell stseits, be

cramse 1 dies ool result in jUsEcE Deing
weeved, War "oover was 2 tees af truth—g
criterion of right. T4 is sitber & mere pamse
of chance, or & vielent ooifuge of the
stromg uron Lhe week™ PR aaial Bare
bimper, PRARTTNL I pakines ruly Believed
Had their canse wis fust amd fogt Uhe wig's
victor would be the sfe eimss Guline was
s, Comphell sareastioally sujpeaied
mire Emdied confikt:

Thay weathd B soved thess wrilons of men
and mosey Ty vedectimp, each, o of Uedr
pendine Biman Puse palieis and beroes, podd
tany e it sodirtariy bn mecd n S Slm-
beat, mefoge & cpmpeicnd momber of Wikneades,
ol encdtander sech odbed Wil ene ol them
kst s s sward, frem Hoaven's own
coart of mlallEd reetiisde, o the natien of 1he
miarelaar, the plosy of oares nethensld idamph,
hth i hesssben and o fastive 8 Hleasda! e
duirgrs, 1848 L

Waris oomaml; bath (6 s characnat 5s
well fs e e reslts, Camsnbel argues that
war may be judged o unsscepleble
meerely Trinm Viewling the conscquenees of
s destription. "I works meschizE”
Campieell  pleads, ““and rgie @ all i
reciinng, and bliis o peralyzes e nehe
feet ansd Dest foelingd of the huaj g™
(A il Harblnper, 1RSE5241

Campbells arpuoenl against wear -
climdes  fhe avpument of praciica]
voonoiiesl war s ahivs o disastor
veennmically, both i fusde spent end in
whsled polenlial carnmy poser, He save

Give mc the morey, T waald say, that has been
apend oW, sl | B wipar wpoavery agos of
dungd i tbe workl thal cnpht {0 e charede-
driin Ewery marshesubdue evory -

Caley, Haldg i amgckile miokiry wih fodias
Epvags Chalstien Chursts, ibngizest, Tt

fertikite sty moamiain and Bl . T washd
Frared, furwish, sod endow as ipamy schootl,
nozdemies, wnd coflepes, 88 weiald edocsds the
swhle baman raos—batild neeting bouses, puldt-
W hedls, beecusos, md faivish them wath e
Fraskes salegquate b ghe vty of a thowsaad osdl-
tiaes. oo hismmn Peelips (Milennle! Harbimeer,
1 B 1R 5]

Rurpassing the morsl wrosge of war e
the wrosgs Lt derive fam Stienping 1o
wed war oand religles. Czmpbell’s
stvebrpes owornds were reserved e the
wlorgy wha Hessad ol oven encotraged
Ui spirit of war,

Carybell strimgly Bk il war and tha
spronk of Chris? wete iy alien o oone
anather. The presching of Chreist, espes
chtly the Sorman oo the Moont, Ccheoss
every puoociple That waoeld lead do war,
oppression ar graetiv’ ' Chelodan Bapili,
KRR N

Thie serman oo the meaal 18 G0 exposent of
s Maving’s mibmd snd widll om fks Suhpeet of
wate. B he oainkd sof have aod of dheo remider
cvil Fr e, doed o B pevaioescnd the bighest
o and blesing on the peeeeomakers whe
R iragenes ekl he ol bithe petran of war T

“Hlaased, T sl Be, Vars the poaccielsis,
fies Bhen slmif] b calied fhe sons of God ™ The
arng of fied wre, bherelbone, e 302s o peace
Il bt e besiftodes for heooes, ne bonedic:
tioas for comggmeers, mo ey forop seddier
coveisd wirh womnds o defenme of hig ooy
Such viclors, and benees, opd pRinets are no
whrie mertioned with hasor fis Hee Hew Tess
tament, Tndemi, the spisst of war and e spait
of Chowt dme s pobipodsl ps fght aed dork.
peis, us good Al el diensiod Barkizger,
(R R

Camphell siresses that wotl only » ihers
o exhortation far Christims o do W bal-
e, imsdesd There & B Chrst's teachmg
againgt it, Shortly before s desth, fesas
answered Pikie, taving. ~ My Kingdoin =
vl o Thes ks of oy kaedent were of
this weorld, then weald my servanis Gehi,
Phat B oaberald o be delivered o the Jews:
et mpw st Bmgdoss ded fodn et ™
Chakin 1B.350

Coamphell bond ihete wards of lesus and
om then dedoeed shat Chewst wuas gay-
ing, " My servints cannns fight for me, no
evern B defensive war'” (M Teamind flae
finger, URAGG4NE In suppont of s he
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siressed the example of Chnst, “who did
mol LT ap his vokee in the strestr—wha did
ol wag &0 miEch &6 8 broken reed, mot
consume a single lorch, until he make his
lnws wictorious W illeaaial Horbinger,
1 B0 2040,

Pridesls siwerml—0 amiphell heard the
probest of Those wlhey waseli] say thal a
Christiam must go Lo war when compelled
by hiz povernmeni. In hiz © Address on
Wwar" delivered on Moy 13, 1548, he ap-
proached thar question directly . Campbell
reasoned That il i obvieesly againer e
spirit of Christ for a person L individaally
commrl the acis included m war: {0 muar
der amd 1o destrov, Any court of low ns
well as spiritual tribunal woeold condemn
an individual who committed these acts
agansl o neglilse

The state, fuithernsere, has i right i
force men e s ol wheh s opsmally
wrong. He concludes that, “a Chrislian
man can never, of right. be compelled to
do that Tor the siane, in defense of soae s
rightz, which he cannot of right de fos
himself m defense of his own personal
rights’ " [ Willenainl Harkinger, 1543720

Campbell applicd his views ¢f war ¢con-
sisgtently to the wars surrounding him in
his new homelamd. The Campbell family
landed in Mew York JLISE twenty-five vears
aller the comclusssn ol The Bevololionany
Wiar. As much ax he loved his adopled
country, he could nod approve ol (e
methads which brought about §s XL
Camphell eritkzized the Revalo-
tionary War, conpcliring.,

(T

fre Moammber 20, 1ARZ

o Enmypdel

el hawl Washinglom aml his dlluaboois con
peers been stlll better educated than was ke
nge in which they hived, asd from which they
took their counsels and their examples, whao
chn 12l bur that withoun g0 much Blocd and so
many years nf -..ul'!rrmg, by pdher polcwes and
pmeipkes wll thal we enjoy maght have leen
secured 10 themsslves amd their posterily Tor
many gemerotwoms [MWilleanial  Harbinger,
IRA1:4400,

Perheaps al the hegght of his carcer, Ales-
ander found himself confronted with the
tragedy of his country’s hedng an war with
Mexlea over a miner boundary dispuns,
The Mexican-American War, which
soured many on the possibility of a lusiing
peace only served o selklily Cnmpbell s
leglings on the meampatibiliny of war with
Christian teaching. Im an almost bitter
toine, he described the war as a war
kumlly pmulieiaken a the bemevolseal so-
st ol sgpuiring mose lemobny B the
umprovemend of The combiticn of the Alo-
can slaves and for civilizing and Chris-
thanizing the priest-ridden Mexicans™
{Millennial Harbiager, |B46638).

AT thi énd o hie life, Camphell pent his
lnsi yenrs grieving over the war thal was
seemingly tearing his country in bwo. Al
though recopnizimg that the War Betwecn
the States would. in all probability come.,
hee iz atill deeply shocked when the shaots

wizie Tieeal 5l Fooll Sinmles

Fur peace, also=Eol Aleaamies Caoplaell
was nod simply agairsr war: he was for
peace. He srressed that Chrisiians had the
job ol bringing man 10 Chrizt for salvatkn,

In hes boceploureate address nf Bethany
College lor 1847, he commissioned the
graduates that their " profession is not 1o
kill amed destroy., bt 1o redeem and to res-
ciie nwen fromn =il IMillereial Har-
binger, 1847:431)

Al the swaords amd canmons in the world
willl ot truly conguer an enemy.

Ty Cownmyis= am enemy s b conves lem imlo o
friemd. This is the noble. benevalent and beaven
conceived eaterprite of Gaod's anly baganen
wan, T da thoe all ;oms and modes of warkane
ire Impotem, save the arms and maniions of
wverlasiing besve [MWilNensiol Hoerbinger

1H30: 30440,

In dealing with the practical considera-
ticens of intemational disputes that lead o
Campdszll was ool silent. Fuosr, he
proposed  an exlensive  educaisenal en-
deavor to replace ““narrow  patriotism®'
with a '""Christian Inernationallsm
(D. RBay Lindley, Apesile aof Freedopr [S0
Lours: Hethony Press, 1Y37] p. W Sec
omd, he advocoted, decmdes before the
League of Mations, an internaisenal ori-
bunal before which nations could take
their caze. He suggestied arbitration both
oin A dilernational & well a5 o an lalce

SHE

nalbnmnl seale, AL (he onsdanghl ol e
Civrl Woar | b plead weill bbb siclies ley sele:
un impartial arbitrstor, “and refer U
whole mamer 1 them, explicily conven-
amting o abide the iRauel” (M lennial
Harbinger, 18h1:347).

Alexander Campbell—a man of faith
Bui faith mvolved being micgeally con
cerned with the ebt and flow of human
events. When confronted with the gross
imu:.rin. & il ii'|t||'||.'||'.||ir'|. of wiir, he I'|'|I.I,|.' ht
i, He stowwl aginst a passon-lilled world
Al sbonn] Tor the Gocl thal war was imor-
Ally . Biblically . amd praclically wmng. He
invoked the spirit of the Sermon on the
Mount and concluded thar “coniroversy
willl B2 sooner Erminated and less danger
will b inciirred by Tirning the other chesk
thin by striking back™ {Kobert Owen and
Alexopnder Camphell, The Evigderces of
Christianify: A Debare |[Mashville:
McQuiddy Publishing Co.. 1957] p. 11E).
In the place of a war-plageed world
Canpbeel] prooshes] Tea thee elay wlwen all inen
wiihl] Rl a0 thee Fewtl o Cheist el ulien
ithe penilent words, My Lord and my
L7 s
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