Home Educators and the Church:

Allies or Antagonists?

HE phone rang. On the other end was a distressed mother, As Chris-
tians, she and her husband had been very intereated in the education of
their children. They had been active in the parent-tescher organization

By CALVIN HABIG of their school. But after Scripture study and much prayer, they had
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deoded to remerre their childrsn feom
public school snd sducate tham at
homo. They expectsd opposition (rom
tho publie school, nosy neighbors,
and perhaps even from relatives, But
whnt devastated them naw wae, that
beeause of their desirion Lo homo
suhool, they had been asked to leave
thair loal ehaireh,'

A bedter in & Batbhonal homa schiool-
ing magazing givas another porspec.
Eivi

Hocontly my hushand and | docsded
that w9 wanted o home echond oor chils
dren. Wi muzle this decisang o spale ol
it becauss of, the other hama schonlers
in our efureh. Uhe st i they de mot ap-
paar wary friondly exeeps among them.
wibesn, Blany praple i sur curch hayve
been wounded by thair perczived ntti-
tudos, which seom to bo qudgmental and
a bit self-righteons. In short, the hame
wlumirs [ himow wee very careful to dress
right and nnt Beten 4o the wrokg mugsic oF
wotoh the wreng TV showa, Bul thay
soom wery shart om o for thiss achis are
dilfereml b Wlae,”

A national survey of home edoes-
tors in 18850, by the Notional Center
for Home Education, estimated that
there were wround 500,000 horme
schooled children in the 17 8 * Hiane
schooling is “a learning alisrnalive
where children are Langhl in Lhe
home sncironment. by Lheir prranis
. in order tn achisve il Enoown
benefits o smesm-ome ecbing™ 1L s
legeal, im o Torm or anniher, in all
fifey states. The majurily of b
schoolers aormss America 2ee polei-
atie, Bible-helieving Chrislizos aho
are respesst lal of hiblical aml wivil mu-
thuriiy

Thas imajisrily lnams secdnal fur isas
Anns wriging ol ull Lhesie study of
Hezrighurn suml] Ll bkl bl |.'|I:'|.I:||1I|,'||E|l|
all |:||i||'|-rr|ih.i|||:|. Pareints and children
nlike grimw mprrilu H“r through the
busine sl ||:|.l|lﬁl.'|.l":|:'||1|!. T|:|E]|' are an
weoml. Lo Ul chasiels :».Impl.].r because of
Lheir luve of the Word and their
h.IIIIWIIIIE_H ol il

Ijl:lﬁﬂ".llrllll.ﬂ]", fiwr pnerey of them, a
P s ol 1'||:|l|.'r|'|i||.t|1'|:|'l ta haome
selooling cones from their own
church. At chiurch they have been ex-
horted about the importance of
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parental Involvement. But now that
they have made o decision, usually
involving sacrifice, to beeome inti-
mataly involved in the edueation wnd
apiritual discipling of their children,
thay are often seen ns “troublemak.
grs,” or "redicals” who ore subverting
the unity of the local church. Mt it
b like this?

Why Home school?

Why do parents chosse o lasee
school? There are many res=ans, ol
three gtand ot

.Spr'rfm:rf responsihility. The presi
mu'jn:lnl;!,r af parents chowse bn legin
home schooling because of religion=
eonviction.

The Bible gives fumiamenial re-
-||;|..:||1_|j|:|||_|_|;!,r fsr raiging chilidren o
purents Mowhere ars we piven s
mission dn tarn Lhis rlﬂl-l.]1||r|:-|i.||'|'|i|.;|r
oer b odbers, HH.]:HI:iH”.:p Lap s
Chrisiimns. Ax ame lwmme s wnoliae lias
runtin], Tl amly Lime Lhinl. Ganl's JELLS
ple wirs valiien el |:|;|r Lhe sluls was
whasn Uhey wers IIH:I.IJJ.Hﬂh 14;, i hias
ihen madion which bl Dlwan oo alters
nHbiven ™

Cihwivnsly, e s o Lithaliiial tiest
thal muyn, Thom whalt alueats thy
childran b oo™ Such o verse woas
prrvlebily sonerrssany. Tlthl the past
T 158 yrurs salucation at hooee or
i Lhe churelsynigogee was almost

afl the Lol (Fphesians f:4; Dralamn-
amy f-3-5 Proverls T30}

A Parenls lasve @ g respuanss
hility tar whielel Dseic clildeo froan
danger—aich 28 negalive pesr gors-
sure, unpmdly Lesching, onlil il
masliels, wsle (Cohssians 227, 1
Casrinid iz 1AL

Fofaaert fapact iﬂ:r.'d:l'lﬂr.l#'h‘.!. A senid
rimEnn wliy lunme sihemalingy ia grow-
ing is Imzvsn of thie general fallure
ul’ TETTTY jllll.lli.!: sclmls today. In the
Malimul Cenber e Home Education
hl!!l:f cibind] v, the results of stan-
tardizm] achievement tests were
whanlisnl. Tlis bists graded achieve-
il i s areas of teading, listen-
g, |r|||5|.|r|h;u. makh, and science.
'I"llHil'Hluﬂ;r fimiind thit

homp-pducatsd atudents scored, on the
avrrnge, Ak or mhovs the Fldh sretib
wie all elght of the preceding catomarins.
The notional averoge in eonventional
sichesls b e B0k percentile. Conslatenr
with duis in several olluer studies wod e
ports. these findings show that the
nchievcment csoros ore hagh i all grads
Lol (K- 121 and In all sokjes areas

Sciclogioad. A third reason whey
homie schooling ia growing 1= the
recogrition of the limitations of -
lar institutione. John Maishitf, in his
classic, Mepatrends, documenta Lhe
trend away from instibutional depen

denge, Uver the paot

the anly available option. But the
Seriptures are replete with sdmani-
tions and instructions about parcala’
responzibility to be proscbive in the
training and education of their chil-
dren. Buch Scripdures teach;

1. Children are a stewardahip we
are given by God (FPealm 1E7:8-51,

2. Marents have the prime reapen-
aibility in sesing thstk their childeen
are educatezd and rilssd B Ehe woys

The bonds of Christ
must be greater than
bonds of community
sameness or traditlon.

hinlf-cenbury, many v
tended Lo lusn somplete
gankral lar Lhelr modieal
core, Eheir ol scourity,
and the ecducation of
their childreén aver bo
apesinlized inatitutiona,
Each of these hoas dra

matically foiled to pro

vide whit wos cxpocted.
ln EFooOponSe  MAny
Amcricons hove sought to beoome
mire sclt-gutfisent in cach of those
aECag.’

Haere sehooling fostere a eonse of
fartily unity and cloecnces. The time
agcnt togethor working on o commicn
gl s well oo the growing unity of
family purpoce and direction has
strengthoned the bonds of family
umity 1 the great magerity of hema
pehool hames,

the
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Difficulties in a Church

Home schooled children and their
parents can be a tremendous asset to
the life of a church. Unfortunately,
often the result is antagonism. Why
1 this?

Home sehooling is directly threat-
ening to some in a church. In many
commumnities, the public schools are
the center of public life. Sports, con-
certs, social events often all center
around the public schools, Especially
in towns with only one school district
or high achool, to propoze an alterna-
tive to that system can seem threat-
Ening.

As a movement, our churches are
penerally middle-class, rural oF sub-
urban, and often very knowledge ori-
ented. This means that we tend to

thosge in the church whe do not un-
derstand the full demands being
placed on home schooling parents.
Last, home schoolers are an inde-
pendent lot! By the very choices thay
have made, they have shown them-
aelves to be future-oriented and not
afraid to go against the flow. Home
schooling is not the norm and proba-
bly never will be. That these parents
have done so usually shows a willing-
nees to decide and act independently
of the approval of others. They have
leadership-oriented traits that we
need in our churches, An indepen-
dent spirit can be either negative or
poaitive, depending on whether it is
submitted to the authority of the
Scriptures, the Holy Spirit, and the
church leadership. Positive or nega-

attract many public
achoolteachers, adminis-
trators, and stafl persons.
And that is a strength-if
our schools are to be in-
fluenced, part of the influ-
ence must come from
Christian educators who
see their school as their
migaion field.

But for some (not all)
public school educators, home schoal-
ing 15 & threat. Desire for job secu-
rity, educational training, and often
simply a sense of tradition tempi
many to be suspicious (at best) of
home schooling.

Im those cases where a church has
a Christian school, home schoolers
may be seen as a threat, beeause it is
feared home schoolers will under-
mine the poal of potential students
for the church's already financially
strapped school,

Beyond the perception of being
threatened, conflict can arise when
the time demands of home schooling
cause parents to cut back on ehurch
mvolvement. Home teaching is a full-
time oceupation and many times
means that home schooling moms
must cut back on their level of activ-
ity

Rather than indicating a lack of
spiritual commitment or a betrayal of
loyalty to the chureh, it represents a
healthy priovitizing of responsibili-
ties, But this can be very irritating to
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Whatever decisions are
made about education, the
church must be the place
where love, sensitivity, and
understanding are found.

tive, it can create eonflicts within a
church,

Whatever decisions are made
about education, the church must be
the place where love, sensitivity, and
understanding are found. Thess must
be found on the part of the home
schoolers. Mot every Christian family
will chooae to home school. Home
schoolers must continually check
their own motives and attitudes,
They must not flaunt an air of supe-
riority, or condemnation toward
those who make other decisions,
They must be willing to listen and to
tell (over and over again) why they
are home schooling. They must al-
ways make sure that they are follow-
ing whatever state regulations are in
place so that thev do not bring the
name of Christ into disrepute by
being sloppy in their record keeping
or educational standards,

Correspondingly, the church must
alzo reflect an attitude of sensitivity
to home schooling familiss. We must
not eondemn educational choices

(proven to be at least equal in edouca-
tional value) simply because they are
different. The bonds of Christ must
be greater than the bonds of eommu-
nity sameness or tradition. We must
examine our motives: do we oppose
home schooling on principle or he-
cause our local church is substan-
tially supported by the tithes of
Christians working in the public
schools?

In the spring of 1989 [ had coffes
with two different men in the same
week, The first was 5 member of our
church asking my advice on running
for our local school board. A former
educator himaelf, he was concerned
as a Christian how he could influence
the education his children were re-
ceiving. The seeond man was a loeal
minister who was on the board to
begin an interdensminational Christ-
ian school in our town, He was con-
cerned with the humanistic and
anti-Christian tone found in many
classrooms.

To both of these men I shared our
family's decision to begin home
schooling the next fall, Three men:
all made different decisions, but all
made the same decision, As men and
as Christians, they had decided that
they had to be more closely involved
in the educational life of their chil-
dren,

Upon that, and upon our need to
show love as fellow believers, let us

all agree! *

Calvin Habig is senior minister with
Bible Christian Church, Garden City,
Ennsns, and president of High Plains
Home Educators.

This is & repressntative composite of -
meraug phone calla | have received.
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