The Supper— Weeping or Rejoicing?

By CALVIN P HABIG

SHE wns o very large middle-aged Megro woman; T was a
wlite imiddle-class reenager sitting hehind her. Several
churches: were sharing wpether in & vime of worship that in-
cluded gathering topether around the Lord™s table,

Soon after the distribution of the emblems began, my own
micditation was intcrrupied by decp sighs followed by spas
muodic '|'.||_'.a-||_|1i||L_l Trom the wompan w Tooat of me, Hed |'||'.-|'|.:|.'
breathing quickly turmed to sobs of grief. The longer the ser-
viee lasted, the minre vocal became her cries of sormow.

This woman was expressing quite curwardly what many of
us feel inwardly when we gather o pafake of the clements of
the Communion—gemuine griel, The Lond's Supper 18 one of
the miost solemn ond sacred times in the worship of the church
aiwd of the heliever. Tt is & memarial io the most important
dieath in history: the death of the Son of God.

And yet, oo often those celebrating the Lond's Supper cm-
phasize only one part of the content of Comommion. O U
one side of the coin is the sorrow that is produced by knowing
ol the greal sseriloe am pam ol Jesis o Calvary, The other
side of the coin, howewver, i the mealization that the Lords
Supper slonld be nne of the times of greatest rejoicing in the
worship service. It should be one of the happiest times; it
should be one ol the umes of greaiest cclebraion!

Thamksgiving—Why is the Lord's Supper a time of néjoicing
and celehvation™ First, hecoose it is a time of thanksgiving.
There are many churches today in which the Lord's Supper is
known as the “Eucharist.”” ““Eucharist” simply means
“thanksgiving.” The word is derived [ron the Greek waond
grchariaies which menns “to give thanks.” In Maithew 26 we
lewrn Uhad welwen Tesns took the hiead amd the frsit of the vine
which would serve as the emblems in the Instinakon of the
Supper, He “encharisted™ them {or e gave thanks for them),
and He gave them to His disciples.

Just s Jesus gave thanks for the elements that were to be
used in the Lol 's "_T.I,|E|i,u_'|, sir g el abion of e AL L R
be o thanksgiving. We are thankful thar through Christ’s death
wie have received forgiveness of sin. The main purpose of
Christ’s death was so that men’s sin could be forgiven. In
Ephesians 1:17 Paul’s message i3: 10 is in and through Christ
and the sacrifice of his life Ul we Dave been libeanad, a
liberation which means the forgiveness of sins™ (Barclay).

The Laoid's Supper makes us thankful hecawse it is our con-
stant reminder of God's love, The preaneer manifestation of
love is found in the sction of Cad in Christ. John reminds us
that “CGrod so loved the world that e gave his only Son, el
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
lafe” and “Gioeater love has i rman than this, that a man lay
down his life for his frienda™ (John 3:06; 15:13).%
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Alexander Camplell stissed that the Lord's Supper is o
celebration of Gad's love when he wrote thal it “commemo-
rates the love which reconciled us to God, and always fur-
nishes ug with a new argument o live for him who died for us™
(Chrixtian Sywtenr, p. 274).

The third reason that the Lords Supper is a tme of joyful
thanksgiving tor us is that it is also a memorial of His resiornse-
Lo el Caoninng renim Frowm the first, the resurrection and
the Londs Supper have been thed topether. Very early in the
life of the church the helievers met together to celebrate the
Lord’s Supper, not on Thursday, when il was insdilwbed; aol gn
Friday, the doy of his denth; but on Sunday, the day of Chrigt’s
TESLIT T LI

Clomely connected with this i& the linkage of the Lord's
Supper with the recognition that Christ will return. We do pot
aerve & dead Savior, bur we serve o risen Lond who is coming
again. Paul wrotc, “As often 05 you et this bread and drink
the cup, you proclasim ihe Lord's death oot be comes' (1
Corinthinns | 1:26).

Liv the O Testament the imagery of a bangquet was a com-
mon Jewizh evmibol for the life in the age to come (Psalm 23:5;
Izainh 25:6 f1.; 55:1 I1.; Acphandah 1:7; compore Luke 14:15
ff.; Revelation 19:9). Suose would bold tear the Load®s Supper
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ix an anticipation of te Messionic bangeet o the sosdng e,
Whether or tion s inagery was intended by Jesus, we rejolcs
af fhe tuble because the Loods Supper doss definiely ook
forward 0 fhe e of oor Lond.

Johannes Belun, i his adiclo on “The Londs Supper in
Primitive Chrisinsity™ i Kitlels Thawiepical DNictonsry af
the New Trxtameny, siated that *“one axperiences his rue pres-
gnpce thore and has  pledse of fellowship with i io spae of
scparetion, wid o foretase of endless union with hizy in ghory™
{¥al. 5, p. T37).

Crmnamicn—We rejoice when we mather arcund the Cord’s
tzble mot anly becanse it is 8 Gine of thanksgiving, bl also
becagse it is a time of commumon. I car search for o ard o
describe the whole of e sepper, muny of 15 bave setthed oa
this ome mspect to deseriba the whols,

Paal wiete i | Covinthians 10:16, 17 " The cop of blessing
which we bless, is it sot o participation fcommunion) in the
blond of Chrizt? The beead which we break, 15 it Bof & partici-
pion jeommunion) b the body of Chris? Because there iz
ono bresd, wo who ane many arc one body, for we il pareks
of the ane bread,” The Groek word Rofonig which ig here
rranslEed participation” ar Coonmmon” is, deologically,
one of the fichest New Testamend wonds, it means a Yoomi-
sgding together” or & “sharing”

Im this sowtaom of § Corinthians 10, Pand argoies fhat one who
patficipates in e Jewish sacritices s bonded 10 wimat thode
smenifices prockaint: Frewise, one who parfcipuies m the pa-
gan sacrifices shnres & Bond or & ety wiih tht pegan deity,
false though tat god be. So. wihen we share o the Lords
Bupper, we share intivnately with Him,

Gopdepend tecslates verses 1o and 1F i am inevested dmdl
yet clear way: " Docs not the conmerated cup which we blesa
s that in dnnking % we share in the blood of Chris? Dogs
nt the braad vhat we hreak mean that in cating it we share in
Ik body of Christ?"”

The Lord's Supper i@ more than simply remembering an
event m history, The Sopper s Booed up wifli who Jesoe iz,
it g cirke, and our relationshin, Tt is not & memoniel meal for
the dead baz, Bke rhe Tewish Passever, it f5 “designnd m poo-
claim ns @ present roality the saving scts of God on wihich the
fuith of thoss perticipsling was founded’” {Behm, TDNT
3:739). '

The purticpaion (Of comainion) we sare with Chrise is
wol simpdy an hswvicel linkegs, It (5 very aneh & maticr for
pregeiit comeers. K 1 thare in the deeth of Chrst, what does
thist mmean abowt the manser in whick { should TiveT IF all whio
drink of the srmsecrated ¢op share m the blood of Chiist, then
v are honded with ove amather. Blos ghould Fioest those who
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are purticipating with me? Ouar participation in the death of
Ot ersiing that Christ's dearh and resurrection changes how
T easght o five todey.

The subject of the Lond's Supper in exiremcly rich with
mzaring. W & ome of the mnst solgmom sad sacred Hmes of the
chireh. And vet kot 05 nol confise salematy with sormow and
g, This Lovils Supper T 4 me of rejoicmg. We rejoios
in wur thankiulness for what God bas doee in Cheis, and we
redce o the communion wo share with Christ and {bose with
wiom we participate. Like the surly church, let us mect regu-
latiy to break Bremd, “with gled and generons hears™ {Adis
2:46). L]
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