WORK: JOB OR JOY?

by Calvin Habig

voung o, Ued of work-
ing for others, went into
husiness or himsell. Later

a friend asked him what i@ was like
1o be hig own Boss,

“1 don't know,” he replied.
“The police woi't let me park in
froml of my own place of husiness:
tax collectors tell me how 1o keep
bouks; my banker tells me how
much balance | must maintain;
fredght ngenis well me bow oy goods
must be packed: customers tell me
how my poods must be made: led-
eral, state, connty and local agen-
cies el me how o keep recornds;
the wiion &lls me whom | can
employ and how and when; and on
fop of that, T just got married!”

Many people feel the same way
in their work lives. They feel ot
of conirol of their destiny, They
wike up to find thal therr jobs have
malded their lives: their friend
ships, their personality and their
fuinire

What help does the Bible
provide [or us in this?

WORK: God has
designed that we work

One of the ways in which God
ereated us 1o be lke him is in thai
wie work, When he created men
pnd women, he created them in the
Carden of Eden o work

The Bible says,

Mo the LORD Goel had planied
a garden in the east, in Eden: and
rhere he pur the man he had formed

. The LEOED God ook the man
aeed pul Bim fn the Garden of Eden
trr wark if and fake care of (5 {Cn-
2sis 2:8-9.13)

Cioed states that he cxpects us to
work. In the fourth commandment,
having to do with the Sabbath day,
God states, “5ix days you shall 1a-
bur and do all your work, but the
sevenih 15 & Sabbath 1o the Lord
your Cod.”

A little card in m restaurant
read, “Thank God you have sodne
place to go on Monday morning.”
How differemt from ithe uwswal
aftitnda’

WORSHIP: We give honor
to God by vur work

My main purpose in life is W give
hermor e God. A oy G you) job
or profeasion 13 one of the ways we
can seek to honor God.

Colossians 3:17 says., “And
whtever vou do, wheiher in wornd
o dewd, do if all in the name of the
Lord fesus, gividg thawks to God
ihe Ferther th rimﬁﬂl fiien.”

The story is told of the 11th
century German king, King Henry
111, who having grown tired of court

life and the pressures of heing a
monarch. applied to o monaslery Lo
be accepted lor a life of contem-
plation. The religious superior of
the monastery, Prior Richard, 1s
|'|‘.p-nfh-rl tn have said, “Your Maj-
esty. do vou undersiand that the
pl.::jgn here is one of ohedicnce?”
That will be hard becavse you have
been a king ™

Henry replied, “1 understand.
The rest of my life I will be ahedi-
ent to you as Christ leads you.”

“Then 1 will tell you what 1o
dn,” said Iricr Richard, “Go back
o your throne and serve TaithDully
in the place where God has placed
you”

When King Henry I died. a
statement was written, “The King
leawrned 10 rale by heing ohedient.”

Like King Henry, we too often
tire ol vur role and responsibility.
Like King Henry we need Lo be
reminded that God has placed each
of us in a particular place to be
faithful there, Be it os o plumber,
mather, lawyer, or whalever., i
expicls us o be falthful where he
Inas plagaed s

WORTH: Our work does
not determine vur worth

Too oftcn today the first
guestion we nsk somesne afller we
mest them is, “What do you do?”

Cantmped on page 12
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Work: Job or Joy?
Conrinued from page T

It is as if being a pharmacist, a
teacher, or a meat cutter defines
who we are and summarizes our
value in life.

People in our day are struggling
with an identity crisis. They are
searching. more than ever hefore,
for purpose and self-worth. There
is a lie that is increasingly preva-
lent in our day, The lie says that
self-worth is achieved by excelling
in the markeiplace. To exercise
your abilities in a paying job means
that you are a worth-while person,

I see older men who die shortly
after retirement because their iotal
significance in life has come from
what they did for a living. When
that ends, they often die, because
the thing that gave them signifi-
cance is gone.

When people lose their job,
often it is a devastating blow, in
part, because they identified ther
self-worth with being successful
with that particular job. If the job
ends, they are devastated, and at
times commil suicide, because they
drew their self-worth from the
wrong thing.

In Jeremiah 9:23-24 God iden-
tifies three areas that people falsely
use to find significance: wisdom,
power and wealth.

The world defines greatness in
terms of these three factors. If you
gxcel in one or more of these, the
world says you are important, If 1
earn my Ph.D). (or maybe my GED),
if I work my way up to manage
several dozen people at work, if my
salary is large enough to be listed
on the front page of the local news-
paper, [ feel important,

In Philippians 3:8 Paul calls
such thinking, “dung, rubbiszh,
garbage™ In God's plan, [ am
significant not because of what 1
do or what I have, but because 1
know and understand God and that
He created and loves me.

I am not more important or
more significant becanse | have
certain gifts or a certain job or
carn a certain amount, My impor-
lance 15 not based on the fact that 1
have the ability to iry cases in
court, change the transmission in a
diesel truck, keep a spotless home
and cook gourmet meals, change
bedpans in a4 nursing home or
manage the books of a 510 million
business.
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My significance or importance
does not come from those things.
My significance comes from my
relationship to the creator.

Conclusion

Work, Worship, Worth., Goed
expects me to work—and work
diligently. My work is to be an
expression of my worship of God.
By how I do my work I either give
honor to God or 1 am a shame to
his name. But my worth as a per-
son doesn't come from my work.
It comes from my relationship to
God. My significance comes from
knowing God.

Do I know him? +
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